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On March 1, 2010, and continuing to March 12, the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women was held at NY Headquarters.  This session marked the 15 year Anniversary of the Beijing Fourth World Conference on Women.  A review and appraisal of the Beijing Outcome Documents was conducted as well as the observance of International Women’s Day and the 30th Anniversary of CEDAW.   US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton who gave an often-quoted speech in Beijing also addressed the official plenary calling on Member States to honour their commitments made in Beijing and thereafter.  Another highlight this year was the participation of American actress Meryl Streep emphasizing the repeal of discriminatory laws against women.
   FIFCJ again participated by sending a small delegation of representatives from the US, Africa and Europe.  On March 2, FIFCJ presented a panel which examined legal advances for women since the Beijing +10 review held in 2005.  Issues which were discussed included:  the new Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the recent UN Security Council Resolutions 1820 & 1888 concerning sexual violence in armed conflict, the proposed General Recommendations to CEDAW and new UN gender entity, advances in domestic violence legislation and removal of reservations to CEDAW.  The program this year as in the past was well attended with standing room only.  Discussion underscored the fact that although we are a diverse group of women coming from different regions, we experience various forms of discrimination and face similar challenges.  Small step by small step, progress is being made to reduce gender based violence due to the dedication of women around the world.
  A key challenge this year for NGO representatives across the board related to access and participation at the session.  It was not uncommon to experience a lengthy wait (some 8 hours) on the registration line in order to get temporary UN badges.  It was also not uncommon for NGOs to be denied access to the new temporary building where UN entity events and special events organized by Member States were being held.  Since NGO representatives were assigned seating in the gallery, they did not have direct contact with delegates from various governments and found it difficult if not impossible to lobby government representatives on issues relating to the different Resolutions that were being negotiated.  As a consequence, some NGOs sent formal complaints to the UN relating these kinds of specific situations.

  The UN Special Rapportuer on Violence against Women, Rashida Manjoo, who took up the post June 2009, reported to the CSW.  She described how her mandate had focused on the political economy of women’s rights and its implications for violence against women.  “If we are to secure women’s rights and their freedom from violence, it is imperative that we adopt an integrated human rights perspective that stresses the equal importance of civil and political rights and economic and social rights.  Unless women can develop their capabilities and achieve economic independence, the human rights they are promised will not be realized.”

  The SR explained that she will address the issue of reparations to women subjected to violence, an area grossly underdeveloped.  She related that she will present her report about the violence against women in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to the Human Rights Council at the end of March. Finally, she stated that she will submit a report to the Human Rights Council in June detailing her official mission to Kyrgystan and her follow-up mission to El Salvador.              
  UN SG Ban Ki-Moon also called on the international community to join forces to end gender based violence.  He stated, “We all need to unite to demand accountability for the violations of rights of women and girls.  We must listen to and support the victims, and, importantly, address the roots of violence by changing the mindsets that perpetuate it.”
  SG Ban stressed that sexual violence in war and armed conflict could be prosecuted as war crimes, crimes against humanity or acts of genocide.  He appointed Margot Wallstrom of Sweden to the new post of Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict pursuant to Security Council Resolution 1888.  Her first visit is schedule to the DRC, April 2010.

  Other outcomes of the fifty-fourth session of the UN CSW, included early in the session the adoption of a Declaration on the 15th Anniversary of the 4th World Conference on Women for ECOSOC to transmit to the General Assembly for endorsement by Member States.  The CSW also adopted 7 Resolutions on a range of issues: conditions of Palestine women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian Territory; the release of women and children taken hostage during armed conflict; the elimination of maternal mortality and morbidity; the establishment of a new gender entity; the elimination of female genital mutilation and cutting; women, the girl child and HIV/AIDS; and women’s economic empowerment.  The CSW decided to transmit several reports, particularly, the summary of a high-level roundtable discussion on shaping a gender perspective in the realization of the MDGs to ECOSOC for its Annual Ministerial Review.     
